
  

 

APPLICATION No: 2020/00553/TPO 

APPLICANT: N/A 

LOCATION: Three Sisters, Chatsworth Road, Eccles, M30 9FA,  

PROPOSAL: Confirmation of Salford City Council Tree Preservation Order 

(No.553) 2020 

WARD: Eccles 

 

 
 
 
 
Description of Site and Surroundings  
 
This Tree Preservation Order relates to an area of land located at the Three Sisters nature reserve which occupies 
a 4.3 hectare plot, spanning the area between Rutland Road and Chatsworth Road in Ellesmere Park.    
 
There is no vehicular access onto the Three Sisters site, with pedestrian access being possible from both Rutland 
Road and Chatsworth Road. There are a series of pedestrian paths crossing the site, with bridges/boardwalks 
providing access over the ponds and associated ditches.  
 
The Three Sisters site is identified as a Site of Biological Importance (EN8/3). It is also a recreation site under 
saved UDP policy R1, with the site forming a publicly accessible greenspace. The site is identified under saved 
UDP policy R6/4 as an area for new and improved recreation facilities. It sits outside of the Ellesmere Park 
Conservation area which has its boundary a short distance to the south.  
 



  

 
 
Proposed Development and Background 
 
In September 2020 a planning application was submitted by United Utilities for the following description of 
development: 
 
Proposed pressure relief column, grasscrete footpath and enhancement works to the Three Sisters SBI 
including works to the boardwalk bridge and clearance and re-grading works to the ponds and associated 
ditches including the installation of a timber weir and a culvert in association with permitted development to 
construct an underground storage tank, control kiosk and connecting pipework (20/75576/FUL). 
 
The application was refused on 15 October 2020. 17 trees were proposed to be removed within a temporary 
compound area. The trees are situated on council land and had no protection. The planning application 
prompted the provisional protection of the trees by Tree Preservation Order (TPO) (No.553) which took effect on 
20th October 2020.  
 

 
 



  

 
 
 
Publicity 
 
Details of the TPO were also published on the council’s website.  
 
Neighbour Notification 
 
The landowner, United Utilities and 12 neighbours were notified of the provisional TPO. 
 
Representations 
 
There is significant local interest in the site and support for the provisional TPO.  
 
95 letters of support have been received in response to this provisional TPO. The issues raised have been 
summarised below. 
 

 The area is slowly losing its greenbelt and further loss is not acceptable. 

 The Three Sisters Park is classified as a site of biological Importance it is of both local and national 
importance. 

 The Three Sisters is a precious local amenity which should be protected and preserved for future 
generations of Salford people and indeed for people from the wider area. 

 Concerned that United Utilities have not yet given up on these planned works and may attempt to overturn 
the earlier decision not to allow them. 

 Three Sisters is a resource for wildlife. 

 Trees provide a natural curtain between Rutland Road and the ponds to the north. When you are at the 
ponds, where ducks, herons and moor hens are to be seen, you are not aware of Rutland Road nearby with 
its traffic. The trees in TPO 553 make the area around the ponds a veritable haven for humans and wildlife 
alike. 

 As a group, these trees are visible from all angles, including from the end of Stafford Road and from the 
abutting Rutland Road, from where one can enter the Three Sisters. I believe more people enter from this 
side of the site than from the Chatsworth Road side. As you enter the Three Sisters Nature Reserve this 
naturally occurring group of trees is very pleasing to the eye and makes one feel one is entering a deep 
woodland area 

 Trees contribute vastly to the beauty of the area. 



  

 The TPO should be made permanent. 

 The Three Sisters Park is a much-valued open space and local amenity, enjoyed by many residents of all 
ages on a daily basis, both local and from the wider area, including those with disabilities, with its use and 
value to the community having increased during the Covid-19 pandemic. The loss of these trees will have a 
negative impact upon the physical health and mental wellbeing of many residents. 

 The Three Sisters Park is an educational resource for children, those with special needs and adults to learn 
about biodiversity and wildlife and the importance of protecting it. 

 Public green space should be preserved for all those in the community to enjoy.  

 The Three Sisters site is valued by the community with a lot of people having worked hard to improve this 
site, with local people volunteering to survey wildlife, as well as undertaking improvement works with Salford 
Rangers and assisting with maintenance of the footpaths and ponds.  

 The trees provide an amenity value to the area in terms of their visibility from the surrounding roads. The 
proposal will result in the loss of trees and a loss of natural landscape, having a negative impact upon visual 
amenity and resulting in a loss of views – it would result in the loss of a green corridor and an area of 
natural beauty. 

 Although this wooded area is quite small, it nevertheless contributes to reducing Salford’s carbon footprint. It 
is an intense natural eco-system of considerable bio-diversity. 

 This group of trees stands near the main entrance to the Three Sisters Nature Reserve includes some trees 
which are solid and sturdy enough for children to climb. 

 The site provides a significant amount of tree cover which contributes to mitigation against climate 
change/air quality and needs to be protected for future generations. 

 
Consultations 
 
Arboricultural Consultant – Comments received are discussed in the appraisal below: 
 
Appraisal 
 
Many of the trees on the site have a high amenity value. Given the contribution that they make to the character 
of the area it was considered expedient to protect them with a provisional Tree Preservation Order (TPO.553) 
which came into effect on the 20 October 2020.  It protected trees of any species within Area A1.    
 
Within the provisional period the Council’s Arboricultural Consultant has visited the site and has carried out a 
cursory assessment of the trees using the Tree Evaluation Methodology for Tree Preservation Orders (TPO) 
(TEMPO). This is designed to consider the trees suitability for a permanent TPO. There are three elements to 
the system: an amenity assessment, an expediency assessment, and a decision guide.  
 
The result score indicates that the thirty eight trees within group G1 on the plan and schedule merit the 
protection of a TPO. Willow, Hawthorn, Sycamore and Hazel clearly indicated on the amended plan, have been 
omitted from the Order as they do not merit a TPO due to their poor quality and defects. 
 
The trees are visible from the adjacent roads and provide a valuable amenity in terms of their contribution to the 
character of the area.  Trees are valuable to the wildlife, nesting birds, bats and small mammals and are crucial 
to the environment, to combat climate change and to improve health by cleaning the air. 
 
It is therefore recommended that the provisional TPO is confirmed subject to the modifications on the plan and 
schedule to protect the trees within group G1 that continue to merit protection of a TPO. This will allow the Local 
Planning Authority to monitor any future works to these trees by means of an application submission. 

 
Recommendation/conclusion 
 
That the provisional TPO be confirmed subject to the modifications on the plan and schedule to protect the trees 
within group G1 which merit the protection of a TPO.  The protection of the trees will enable the Local Planning 
Authority to monitor any future proposed works to the trees and ensure that they are given full consideration in 
the future. 
 


